SOVIET IS SttEHT 
ON S OB SALVA GING 

Ministry Declines Comment 
— No Reports in Media 
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MOSCOW, March 19— The 
Foreign Ministry declined to 
comment today on the report 
that part of a Soviet submarine 
had been recovered from the 
Pacific Ocean by an American 
diving unit. 

Responding to a request for 
comment, a ministry spokes- 
man gave no indication whe- 
ther the lack of comment was 
to be temporary or whether 
it meant that the Soviet 
Government had' decided to 
react with permanent silence, 
as it often does fn sensitive 
situations. 

There was no mention of ! 
the report today in the Soviet 
press, on radio or on television. 
It was assumed by Western 
diplomats, however, that the 
Kremlin leadersiip, including 
Leonid I. Brezfanzv, the Com- 
munist party leader, were] 
aware of the report. Mr. Brez- 
hnev has been in Budapest in 
recent days attending the con- 
gress of the Hungarian Commu- 
nist party. • 

It is believed 'that the Soviet 
Union never publicly acknow- 
ledged that it had lost a subma- 
rine in the Pacific in 1968. 
This is in keeping with general 
Soviet policy that tends to re- 
press publication of news about 
disasters and accidents, espe- 
cially df they involve defense 
forces or equipment. 

Sometimes, however, reports 
and rumors spread so wildlj 
in the capital that the Govern- 
ment permits dissemination oi 
tightly censored reports with 
a minimum of details. Reports 
reaching on foreign broadcasts 
add to pressure on the Govern- 
ment to confirm or deny stories 
likely to interest Soviet citiz- 
ens. . 

The report of the recovery 
of part of the Soviet submarine 
last summer appeared to pre- 
sent the Government, with a 
particularly complicated deci- 
sion on publicity. This is be- 
cause the situation involves not 
only an admission that Soviet 
military personnel were -lost. 
There is also the involvement 
of the ' Central Intelligence 
Agency, a favorite Soviet pro- 
paganda target, and the over- 
all question of the effect the 
submarine report might have 
on relations with Washington. 



